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Barenaked Ladies

Biography

Formed in 1988 in Scarborough, Ontario, the chart-topping Barenaked Ladies have been
making music for three decades and have sold over 15 million albums worldwide. The band’s
style has evolved significantly over the course of their career, favouring acoustic in the early
days and growing to encompass a mixture of genres.

The 1991 release of The Yellow Tape, initially meant as a demo cassette, would go on to
become the first independent tape to ever achieve platinum status, with over 100,000 copies
sold in Canada. Following multiple indie cassette releases, the band signed to Sire Records,
with whom they released their first full album entitled Gordon. Gordon was a cultural
phenomenon in Canada and was certified Diamond (selling over 1 million records). Stunt,
released in 1998, would become the band’s most commercially successful record, climbing all
the way to No.3 on the Billboard album chart, anchored by the smash hit "One Week,” which
peaked at No.1 on the Billboard Hot 100.

The band has seen incredible success over their lengthy career with international tours
including performances at Madison Square Garden, The Royal Albert Hall and Wembley. Known
for such hits as “Pinch Me,” “It’s All Been Done,” “Brian Wilson,” “If I Had $1,000,000,” “Jane,”
“0dds Are” and many more, the band also penned the theme song for the hit CBS series, The
Big Bang Theory. In 2013 Barenaked Ladies collaborated with Commander Chris Hadfield on
the song “1.S.S. (Is Somebody Singing),” recorded while the Canadian astronaut was in orbit in
the International Space Station. Later that year their 10th studio release, Grinning Streak,
debuted at #10 on the Billboard Top 200 followed by 2015’s Silverball and most recently FAKE
NUDES, lauded as one of their most dynamic albums to date.

Praised not only for their palpable on-stage chemistry, camaraderie and characteristic improv
style, Barenaked Ladies have been recognized for their ongoing philanthropic initiatives. The
band was a founding member of Barenaked Planet — Powered by Reverb in 2004 and have
since “greened” every tour date, offsetting over 300 metric tonnes of carbon. Barenaked
Ladies have also donated their time and effort to Free the Children/WEday, ABC Life Literacy
Canada, David Suzuki Foundation - The Blue Dot Tour, and Camp Oochiegeas.
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Canadian Music Hall of Fame

The Canadian Music Hall of Fame was established in 1978 by CARAS to honour individuals or
groups who have made an outstanding contribution toward the greater international
recognition of Canadian artists and music.

Visit www.canadianmusichalloffame.ca for info, photos and videos on all inductees!

Inductees

Year Inductee

2018 Barenaked Ladies
2017 Sarah MclLachlan
2016 Burton Cummings
2015 Alanis Morissette
2014 Bachman-Turner Overdrive
2013 k.d. lang

2012 Blue Rodeo

2011 Shania Twain
2010 April Wine

2009 Loverboy

2008 Triumph

2007 Bob Rock

2006 Bryan Adams
2005 The Tragically Hip
2004 Bob Ezrin

2003 Tom Cochrane
2002 Daniel Lanois
2001 Bruce Cockburn
2000 Bruce Fairbairn
1999 Luc Plamondon
1998 David Foster
1997 Gil Evans

1997 Lenny Breau

1997 Maynard Ferguson
1997 Rob McConnell

1997 Moe Koffman
1996 John Kay
1996 Domenic Troiano

1996 Denny Doherty

1996 David Clayton-Thomas
1996 Zal Yanovsky

1995 Buffy Sainte-Marie
1994 Rush

1993 Anne Murray

1992 Ian & Sylvia
1991 Leonard Cohen

1990 Maureen Forrester
1989 The Band

1987 The Guess Who
1986 Gordon Lightfoot
1985 Wilf Carter

1984 The Crewcuts
1984 The Diamonds
1984 The Four Lads
1983 Glenn Gould
1982 Neil Young

1981 Joni Mitchell
1980 Paul Anka

1979 Hank Snow

1978 Oscar Peterson

1978 Guy Lombardo
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